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all these situations from Rhodes's private life, Jourdan deduces the character 
of the great leader. He interprets Rhodes's feelings concerning the Jameson 
Raid, and gives in detail the difficulties while under martial law during the 
Kimberley siege. Most of the chapters are based on experience and contain 
valuable information concerning this great imperialist. R. M. Brown. 

The Pre-Historic Period in South Africa. By J. P. Johnson. 89 pp., 
illustrations and index. Longmans, Green & Co. , London, 1910. $3. 10x7^. 

This book is a brief summary of the knowledge of the pre-historic period 
of South Africa. Brief chapters on the Eoliths of Leijfontein, Acheulian Imple- 
ments (carefully worked flints), Acheulian and Solutrian (Cave) Groups, Solu- 
trian Sites, Petroglyphs and Rock-Paintings and the Pre-Historic Bantu com- 
prise the volume. A large percentage of the pages is given to illustrations — 
forty-seven in all, with six plates. The illustrations are of different types of 
implements, including arrow-heads and scrapers of the three phases of develop- 
ment, and many rock engravings, mostly of animals. These petroglyphs and 
rock-paintings are distributed throughout the length and breadth of South 
Africa, and in Chapter IV brief descriptions of some of the typical occurrences 
are given. The evidences of the former wide-spread population of the country 
by the Bantu or Kafir peoples are detailed. These evidences relate to agri- 
cultural activity, remains of mining and smelting operations, ruins of cattle 
pens, forts and fortified kraals and ornaments, weapons and pottery. The 
ruins and forts are carefully described by the aid of plans and photographs. 
An appendix is added, in which the author, assuming that the pre-historic bush 
land was similar to the present bush country, gives an account of a journey 
through the northeast bush region in order to supply a picture of the conditions 
under which the early Bantus lived. The sites described are in the main found 
on the high veld or in the bush country. R. M. Brown. 

The Yellow and Dark-Skinned People of Africa South of the Zam- 
besi. A Description of the Bushmen, the Hottentots, and Particularly the 
Bantu, with fifteen plates and numerous Folklore Tales of these different 
people. By George McCall Theall, Litt.D., LL.D. xvi and 397 pp., and 
index. Swan, Sonnenschein &Co., Ltd., London, 1910. 8J^ x %%. 
A valuable and thorough investigation of the dark races of Africa. Three 
main lines are considered: The Bushmen or aborigines, the Hottentots and the 
Bantu tribes. Four-fifths of the book is an account of the Bantu peoples. A 
study of them is considered most important, because the Bantu outnumber by 
more than threefold all the other inhabitants, and are increasing at a rapid 
rate. The early record of the three tribes is given, and all evidence bearing 
upon the origin and eatly migrations of the races is discussed, and this is fol- 
lowed by a statement of their later history. Then, in detail, are noted many 
characteristics of the tribes, their form of government, language, skill in var- 
ious occupations, play, superstitions, vanity, domestic life, in fact a great array 
of carefully made observations. Some of the folklore tales, which can be inter- 
preted easily in terms of the stages of civilization, are added.' An interesting 
chapter at the close of the Bantu narrative discusses the enormous rate of in- 
crease of the Bantu tribes. This is figured in terms of the ratio of children 
under fifteen, to femal s over that age. This ratio is in England approximately 
no to 100; in the Ur ted States, 130; among the negroes of the United States, 



